WR 333, Advanced Expository Writing, CRN 66245

MW 8:15-10:05 am in room Clay 202

Dr. Greg Jacob, 725-3572; 681-8397 (home); jacobg@pdx.edu

Office Hours: Monday-Thursday 10:30-11:30 pm, NH 409

Description:

 In WR 333, Advanced Expository Writing, you will develop your ability to craft the essay, a type of writing "particularly amenable to exploration." The essays you will write may range from the intimacy of the personal essay to the oratorical style of the formal essay. Our main text will be the Norton edition of Reading the World. Our work on style and revision will draw upon Joseph Williams' Style. Peer review and conferencing are a main component of the course.

Objectives: 

To undertake a careful study of the essays and explore interrelated issues;

To discuss different voices and diverse points of view;

To demonstrate an understanding of audience and voice;

To incorporate elements of logos, pathos, and ethos into your papers;

To synthesize and incorporate material from your reading into your papers;

To strengthen your craft through revision and peer review;

To experiment with style lessons in clarity and grace from Joseph Williams’ Style.

Class Procedure: Our class sessions will be made up of the following activities: in-class writing; discussion of the issues based on our close reading of the essays; small group work on matters of style and peer review; drafting sessions; and student led discussions on selected essays from Reading The World. It is my hope to have engaging discussions on the writings from some of the world’s greatest thinkers, be they from Western Europe or India. The major essays that you write and include in your portfolio may come from any one of the universal themes in the textbook.
Evaluation: You will be writing and speaking in response to the readings, and you will be tackling a number of style exercises on cohesion, emphasis, shape, and elegance. Homework and style exercises will account for 20 percent of the course grade; your oral presentation on an essay of your choice will account for 10 percent; participation in the peer review sessions, 10 percent; the first paper, 10 percent; and the portfolio, 50 percent. The portfolio will include two peer-reviewed papers, two peer review sheets, two style exercises, and a reflective essay that is a meta-cognitive commentary about your writing process, strengths and weaknesses, and things you have learned about yourself as reader/writer.

Syllabus, Spring 2008

Week One    

3/31:  The genre of the personal essay.
4/2: A word or two about style and grammatical terminology.

Week Two    

4/7: *Style exercise due. Read sections 11 and 13 in Reading the World.

4/9: Lesson 5, “Cohesion and Coherence” in Style. Assigned exercises.

Week Three 

4/14: Read pages 3-33 in “Human Nature” from Reading the World.

4/16: Read pages 34-76. Group work. First paper assignment

Week Four

4/21: Lesson 6, “Emphasis” in Style. Peer review—bring two copies of draft.

4/23: More on style and punctuation. In-class work. *First paper due.

Week Five    

4/28: Lesson 8, “Shape” in Style. Assigned exercises.

4/30: Discussion of end of term portfolio and style requirements.

Week Six  

5/5: Small groups presentations on two readings from one of the themes. 

5/7: Small group presentations. 

Week Seven

5/12: Small group presentations.

5/14: Small group presentations.

Week Eight  

5/19: Small group presentations.

5/21: Peer review sessions. Fill out peer review sheets

Week Nine

5/26: No class—Memorial Day.

5/28: Peer review sessions. Fill out peer review sheets.

Week Ten

6/2. Lesson 9, “Elegance” in Style.

6/4: In-class conferences on letter of reflection.

Week Eleven

6/9-14: Turn in your portfolio.

